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May Your special blessings be upon
the Members of this assembly as re-
sults from another primary election re-
verberate through our political land-
scape. Give them wisdom and charity,
that they might work together, with
needed focus, for the common good.

As the candidates now move on to
other contests, may all Americans hear
the call to responsible citizenship,
learning the substance of candidates’
positions and plans for the future of
our Nation. May we all do our home-
work so that our experiment in rep-
resentative democracy might flourish
and all would take pride in the govern-
ment to be constructed from our votes.

May all that is done this day in the
people’s House be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. PETERS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. PETERS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

——
OUR BORDER IS NOT SECURE

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, new reports from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security show a
surge in illegal immigration, 30 per-
cent, actually. Last Friday I returned
to McAllen, Texas, to tour the Rio
Grande River by boat and see our secu-
rity challenges firsthand, something
President Obama has refused to do.

Let me be clear. Our border is not se-
cure. Obama’s amnesty is devastating
for Texas, particularly its border cit-
ies, but the problems far exceed our
border. This affects the whole country.
It undermines the safety of all Ameri-
cans and hurts law-abiding taxpayers.

My most sacred duty is to protect
our homeland and every citizen in it. I
spent 29 years as a fighter pilot and 7
as a POW doing just that. Rest assured,
I will continue to fight to keep Amer-
ica safe.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

GUN VIOLENCE MYTHS

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last
Sunday 5 people were killed and 25 in-
jured in four mass shootings in New
York, Florida, Illinois, and Mississippi.
Yet, Congress has done nothing to re-
duce gun violence in America.

While this is happening, opponents to
commonsense, responsible gun safety
legislation are spreading misinforma-
tion and sharing myths, myths such as:
criminals don’t exploit loopholes to
buy guns; there is no gun show loop-
hole; the assault weapons ban that was
previously in place didn’t work; and
strong gun laws don’t reduce gun
crimes.

It is time that we start calling out
these myths and correcting the record
with the facts. In the coming days, I
will be doing just that on my Web site
and through social media to help build
support for commonsense, responsible
gun safety legislation.

After all, Mr. Speaker, facts should
guide us in doing our work and doing
all that we can to reduce gun violence
in America.

HONORING PASTOR MICHAEL
MOORE

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to acknowledge and honor Pas-
tor Michael Moore for his many years
of service to the Manteca community.
After 29 years at Crossroads Grace
Community Church, Pastor Mike is re-
tiring from his role as senior leader.

Almost 50 years ago, Pastor Mike
married the love of his life, Grace, and
together they started a church where
everyone could feel welcome.

In 1987, Crossroads Grace Community
began with a Bible study group led by
Pastor Mike made up of 17 members.
The church grew to encompass Pastor
Mike’s and Grace’s vision of a casual
atmosphere, practical and relevant
teachings, with contemporary worship.

Pastor Mike led the congregation in
working with local churches to estab-
lish the Hope Family Shelter and pro-
vide housing to homeless families. The
church also established a mobile med-
ical clinic to provide free medical serv-
ice for those in need and has sent
teams to respond to global disasters
such as Hurricane Katrina, the tsu-
nami in Asia, and the Oklahoma torna-
does. The church has also sent mission-
aries to many corners of the globe.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Pastor Michael Moore and his
unwavering leadership in our commu-
nity and many accomplishments
around the globe.
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VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Spanish Fork, Utah,
January 16, 2014:

Marie King, 55 years old.

Kelly Boren, 32.

Joshua Boren, 7 years old.

Haley Boren, 5.

Holly Hill, South Carolina, July 15,
2015:

Jerome Butler, 50 years old.

Krystal Hutto, 28 years old.

Shamekia Sanders, 17.

Tamara Perry, 14.

Saco, Maine, July 26, 2014:

Heather Smith, 35.

Jason Montez, 12 years old.

Noah Montez, 7.

Lily Smith, 4 years old.

Culpeper, Virginia, August 3, 2014:

Shauna Washington, 35 years old.

Onesha Washington, 13.

Onya Washington, 6.

Olivia Washington, 4.

Callison, South Carolina, October 29,
2013:

Richard Fields, 51 years old.

Melissa Fields, 49.

Chandra Fields, 26.

William Robinson, 9 years old.

Tariq Robinson, 9 years old.

———

BLUE RIBBON STUDY PANEL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last week I was grateful to
chair the Subcommittee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities hearing to re-
ceive outside views on biodefense for
the Department of Defense and review
the bipartisan report of the Blue Rib-
bon Study Panel on Biodefense.

Chaired by former Senator Joe Lie-
berman and former Governor and Sec-
retary of Homeland Security Tom
Ridge, the panel evaluated the status
of prevention, deterrence, prepared-
ness, detection, response, attribution,
recovery, and mitigation of our Na-
tion’s biodefense.

The report was clear. Our Nation
faces a complex threat from both bio-
logical weapons and naturally occur-
ring diseases. For example, the recent
response to the Ebola outbreak dem-
onstrates the importance of the De-
partment of Defense’s biodefense con-
tributions to broader government and
global efforts.

I am grateful that the former Attor-
ney General Ken Wainstein and Dr.
Gerald Parker, both members of the
panel, were there testifying before the
subcommittee. I look forward to work-
ing with the Department of Defense to
implement the findings and rec-
ommendations.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.
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